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Professor W.T. Tutte was one of the principal pioneers of graph theory and matroid
theory, the two main areas of mathematics that come under the purview of the Journal of
Combinatorial Theory, Series B. He was also this journal’s founding editor-in-chief.
William Thomas Tutte (known to his friends as Bill) entered Cambridge University in
1935 to study chemistry. But soon, he gravitated towards mathematics in the company of
three of his fellow students, Leonard Brooks, Cedric Smith, andArthur Stone. The story of
the work of these four undergraduates on the problem of dissecting a square into unequal
squares is now a part of graph-theoretical lore. Fortunately, Professor Tutte has left us a
personal account of this adventure and how it led him to the discovery of many of his
famous theorems in his delightful book Graph Theory, As I Have Known It (Clarendon
Press, Oxford, 1998).
The SecondWorldWar interrupted Bill Tutte’s mathematical research. He was employed
during this period at Bletchley Park, the Government Code and Cypher School. For more
than 50 years, the details of his work at Bletchley were kept secret. The enormous signif-
icance of that work has only recently come to light. An account of his wartime work, in
Professor Tutte’s own words, may be found in his article “Fish and I” [Coding Theory and
Cryptography (Annapolis, MD, 1998), 9–17, Springer, Berlin, 2000].
After the war, Bill Tutte returned to Cambridge to ﬁnish his Ph.D. in Mathematics. In
1948 he joined the University of Toronto and moved to the University ofWaterloo in 1962.
He retired in 1985 but remained active until his health failed him in 2002. A collection of
his selected works can be found in Selected Papers of W.T. Tutte (The Charles Babbage
Research Centre, Winnipeg, Man., 1979).
Tutte made seminal contributions to a variety of areas of combinatorics: matching theory,
graph polynomials, enumeration of planar maps andmatroid representations, to name a few.
He achieved breakthroughs in each of them by means of surprisingly new and powerful
techniques. Referring to two of Tutte’s theorems in algebraic graph theory, Biggs has said
in the preface to his own book on that subject: “I should venture the opinion that, were it
not for his pioneering work, these results would still be unknown to this day.” The same
thing might be said, for example, of the use of Pfafﬁans in matching theory and scores of
Tutte’s other discoveries.
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Search for simple unifying mathematical principles, as exempliﬁed by his work on graph
polynomials, underlies much of Tutte’s work. It is thus inevitable that it will continue to
keep researchers fruitfully occupied for generations to come.
On behalf of all the editors of JCT, Series B, past and present, it is a great honour for me
to dedicate this special issue to his memory.
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